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NATIONAL NETBALL COMPETITION, PERTH ORIOLES 

1162. Mr WATSON to the Minister for Sport and Recreation: 
I was very concerned to hear about the possibility of the Perth Orioles being dropped from the national 
basketball competition.  Does the minister support the Orioles being retained in the competition?   

Mr CARPENTER replied: 
I thank the member for Albany for the question.  I point out that if my observation is correct, the bright yellow 
tie the member is wearing is a remnant of the 1974 Commonwealth Games outfit, which I remember well 
because it was matched with a bright green jacket that the member has not managed to revive.  It was quite a 
striking ensemble.  The member has an encyclopaedic knowledge of sport; however, from his question, members 
will note that even the most well-informed people are capable of making a slight mistake.  The Perth Orioles are 
not a basketball side; they are a netball team.  Nevertheless, the issue at the heart of the question is very 
important.   

As the Minister for Sport and Recreation, and as the father of three aspiring netballers and one who is not old 
enough to play, I am concerned about the situation that has been put to Netball WA that it has to justify the 
continuation of the Orioles in the national competition.  Netball Australia has invited the Australian Institute of 
Sport to include a team in the national competition.  However, as it wants to maintain even numbers, it has put 
other teams on notice that they may be dropped from the competition.  The Perth Orioles have been targeted as 
one of those teams.  It is worth pointing out to the Chamber - many members may know this already - that 
although the Western Australian netball team, the Orioles, has not had a great deal of on-court success, it is the 
most strongly supported team in the competition.  The Orioles home game crowd attendance is far in advance of 
that of any other team in the national competition.  Last year, the WA home games accounted for between 30 
and 40 per cent of the entire national netball competition’s attendance figures, so the team is very strongly 
supported in Western Australia.  It is one of the only teams that has a consistent sponsor and does not have 
problems in that regard.  It is scandalous that Western Australia should be under threat of being isolated from the 
national netball competition.  No consideration should be given to dropping the Orioles from the competition.  
South Australia, Victoria and New South Wales each have two teams and Queensland has one team.  It would 
not be a truly national competition without a Western Australian team.  I take this as seriously as I would any 
proposal by the AFL to drop the Fremantle Dockers - as opposed to the West Coast Eagles; it would be utterly 
ridiculous!  We all know that there was no true national football competition without the WA teams.  There can 
be no true national netball competition without the Perth Orioles.   

The Premier and I will be lobbying Netball Australia to make sure that the Orioles stay in the competition.  All 
members of the Chamber can be of some assistance.  Yesterday I met with Gayle Watson-Galbraith and other 
representatives of WA Netball, who were seeking some guidance.  One of the propositions they put, which I am 
sure all members will agree with, is to circulate a petition, which they would like all members of Parliament to 
distribute throughout their electorates.  I can organise the distribution of petitions through my own office or 
members can contact WA Netball to get a copy of that petition.  All members have a responsibility to make sure 
that this foolhardy move does not become a reality, and that WA retains a netball team in the national 
competition, so that aspiring young women can reach the highest levels of netball without having to leave the 
State.  
 


